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CONMON (FOLK) NANES FOR OOONATA 

For many years I have had a great i n­
terest in the names applied to the Odonata 
although I must note that my efforts in 
co I I ecH rig such names, their origins and 
usage have been quite desultory. During a 
visft·-wfth Ht-. Bostjan_Kiauta in Utrecht, 
in September, we discovered our mutual in­
•terest ln this topic and decided to collect 
all such-names that we can find and to de-­
tennine the significance of as many of 
these· as -posslb I.e ... My survey of • such names 

-•···in English is far·· from exhaustive but may 
serve ·to .. show what is .des.ired. 

A majority of the .. names have a r-ep-• 
• ~-JJan.:..:··over-tone,_. al though I am .u,"able to 

find a firm reason for this association. 
The··ol-d.est reference I have located is to 
Adder bol-t i-n. Caxton, 1-483, ''The eygth our 
Jorci seii'te to them locusts which is a 
maner grete flye callyd in some place an 
adQer bo I t e. ~• The Ox ford Dictionary ex­
p I ai ns_. the origin of this term as '~adder .J. 
bo It, t_he arrow of a crossbow; from the 
shape..o:f the body," but offers no explana­
tion of the application of ''adder.': Many 
of the other.names would appear to be mere 

··variations, or derivations from this term. 
These i•nc·J ude. adder !J..y_ and f I y i ng adder, 
which latter is said by the Oxford Diction­
ary·""to-be '' a wi defy di ff used popu I ar name 

.of__:t.he .. Dragon-ffy, 4seq from Scothin.cf to 
the Isle of Wight; also called adder-fly, 

- and adder-boff.!1 Even now ether's mon 
Cadder"·s ·man> and ether's n i Id • ( adder's 

·-·-noodle,;. are Brlt·ish col Joquialnames for 
dragon·f I y ~ • In Wa I es ~""!'x_-ne i dr C adder I s 

-..SQrvant J and gwae 11 : ne l.dr (adder's knit­
t 1 ng;...needle t -ar~ common names for. the Odo­

.. nata· •• ·• In the novel, Precious Bane;· laid 
~tn ·nortb .. Shopshlre, • Mary \.'/ebb wi='ote, "where 
~. .the adder I ay· hid in the grass -there above 
~-. • ·he,v.et"ed· the ether• s mon as a warn i nq . 11 

The· ·ax-ford Dicti.onary notes under 
snake, " In the specific or popu I ar names 

of animals, birds, fishes, etc. A large 
number of combinations of this type are 
given in recent American dictionaries as 
snake-bunny, snake-doctor, snake-feeder, 
snake-hay," etc. Does this indicate a 
change in America from the English"adder, 11 

a name not widely used in this country, to 
snake_ in the names for dragonflies? • If 
so, whence the terms -feeder and -doctor 
in place of -bolt, etc.? The Dlctlonar-y nf 
American. Usage notes that, ,.The- dragon-f. I y -
is known as •snake doctor' from· hfs: SUP­
posed professional services to snakes." 

A series of names with needle ·in the 
combination, probably related . .to the appli­
cation of bo It (arrow>, to these . .1 nsects 
may have_ deve I oped in Amer tea,__ as_~the_ Ox-_ 
ford Dictionary notes that 11DevU 1 s. ne~ 
dle, 11 and ''Devi I's • darning ·needle' 1 are 
used in the United States as names~for 
dragonfly. Additional names of this ilk 
are darning needle, ~ man's needle,. (ob- • 
viously a pious re"dition of devil's nee-

, d I e>, 2EJ..!!£!.! and spi nd I er. 

The term •·mosquito-hawk 1: epperent-
I y comes· from the coastal areas of south­

.eastern United St.ates •.. The earliest .refer­
ence I have found is Br i eke 11, 1737, ( North . 
Caro I i na >, "The muskeetoe hawks are insects·,· 
so cal led from their continually hunti_ng 
after Muskeetoes, and k i 11 i ng .and eating ....... . 

' ~~ 

them':. 

The term, damselfly, was used by 
Noore, 1815, in ·Loi la Rookh (Paradise and 

~..... ··-------- .... the Peri>, 
-

1.The beaut if u I b I ue damse-1.f i es 
That fluttered round the Jasmine·stems .. 
Like winged flowers or ffytng gems" 

and again by Robert Browning i 11 The fil.!l9_ 
and the Book: • - •••• 
- 11Beforeii"im, aye aloof, 

Fluttered in the cool some 
azure damsel-fly 

Born of the s irrmer i ng qui et, .. 
there to die.i: 

(continued, page 3) 
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• A. ~ewslett"er-· of. Odonato19·gy 

••• • _._: • ~-~--. . : 1 _ Comp t I ed . at •·. ·; t.:. \ ': . : 
:clepartrn~.o.t .of E nt:omo I ogy, "Purdue un.:i.v-e·rs i ty 

:~· ~afayette; lndf a_na . __ :_ .... 
• • • B •. E lwo·od Montgomery 
'~:. i s •• 

. . ~ 

. .. )·\ _ lssyed. at~.Jn-t·ervals ·';_ .. --·. 
as ,av.eH I ab le news ana:·. information ·warrant 

-:~· ·:, ,~-~-- • ~ :.! • ' • • -~ . . • . :· (,.J • • 

. ·""·· ·~· ·: • • ! I. l 

• •·:~~ l."1.~. ._ .. , • • 

.) .. /:-' Th.J s newsJ.~~ ten rs' : des-, gned :to dis­
semf.r1ate facts and • news: about the..·. ac- · 
t{vft i cis •. of Odonat.o I oglst~ ~h"d Odonatol-.·· 
ogy:·... It:.'.· .. J.s. not. I nt~nded 1 • as • a jourrfa_ I~ : 
nor an. or.gen for. •• \Mie i,ub 11 cat I on of ~r­
t J c'fes or techn f c.a I·. • • papers •• The name ts 
based upon that of ttie riFather of Odona­
to I ogy," ~~ron Ec(mond-de Se I ys Longchamps • . ·•.. . . . .. :. . . 

. : ·. ~ .· . : .. !' -.---~------:----:;--,~--:----~--

·:·-:· .SEASON'iS G~~~!INGS < 
. . ... : :·~ . ~ ·~ 

• A~ ... ~_f his lssu~ ·. f~- _-b~ rn~f comp·,_ I ed ~,,-a· • 
post•d at the beglnnt~g of.December I am 
very -hap·py to ex:tend greetings of the Hol-· 
f day S,eason. A very NERRY C_HR I STN'AS and a 
HAPP'f::, :JQY.OJJS NEW.' Y~A~~ ro','.:£\IERYONE ! ! 

. . . ., .... t;:. i •• :: • • ·: :_. • ' ' 

• ---------~-------~----
One of • my ·.mos·t pr ec;1sant experiences 

durtng the yea~· w~~ th~-0pp~rtunity to 
vJsit .-sever,a-1 Odonatologfsts ln Austria, 
Germany· and the Net her_ I ands. I took ad­
vantage of a trip to ~u~harest (to partic­
ipate, in the XX lriternatJ..o~al Congress of 
Ap i cult.Ure) }p Vis i_ t other)~:urop~a.n,.ci t Jes 

days ,~·jth; Netherlands for Held ~~rk·~ I 
had hop~d • t:o··see. s.evera I ·spec_f ~$ . of -~y~ 
pet rum_:.'. t n f I i gJ,.t. ::.and::· to o·bt a in eggs. for 

, • use J n:: ~s .. Ta 1' s.:· b·tasystemat i c stu_d.y of 
_this g,:}>up.. Neither ·ho'ji~ was_ rea!.f ~~.c;f! 

.. 
°'t i • •. : ! was .. ab I ~ t~ renew • my a~qua {n=t a nee 

·w 1th Dt· • . st •. Quent i rt in Vienna end to me.et 
'-o·rs. K~i'rl'. B·u,chh·q.lz and -Erich Schmidt. iii 

Bonn, Dr. Geljskes in Leiden, and Messrs. 
Bost Jan Kiauta and H. Mol I er-Pf I lot. (who 
eame fr()rn Ti J burg, ·-:to see mer; 'frl Utr~cnt. 
; : .,1/-.11\... ·.•it;.··.:-. • 

••.•• ··: •:i vistted .t.he·Cohegi·o··del Salv~do,r, .. rn 
Zaragoza and the--·Zpolo9f·cal Museum-·tn .Bar:­
celon·a t.o study ·t.y,pes in the Navas'.Coll.ec·­
tlon. None of fhe ,types of species o.fithe 
Polythoridae described by Navas .a'nd-:-pf.e~ 
sumed to be ,n. ~is col lectlons was.f~~nd.~: 

.. .. ' ... 
A stu_d'Y,.9f the specfes of Ladona.: 

•f ••• : • ·,: 

... Att.ention· js ca.Hed to a modes-t·, .. _··but' 
quJ.t_e good p·aper ent it I ed, ."A T.axonom"lc 
Study,_·. of • the ;.Subgenus Ladona .. (Odonat·c'l:· 
Litie·I 1·u1 idae.)" ·1n l!niv. ~ans. Set.-. Bul"I .;· ~ 
45_<4>.: ?6.l-396 _(J1Jri~_-,_,~_l965l-_;--by---B-i:t f·y L.: -~ 
Bennefie(d. The study includes statis,tf'cal 
ana I yses of 11 different· measureme-nt·s· i'n •• 
addition to the use of coloration in~:the i 
descript i~>ns of species, with colnparisoh§~ .. 
of the variations among six populatfons of··· 
h• Julia .. Thi~. stuqy was used by Nr. ·a·en;,.;;,,..,:-­
nef ield for a·master•s thesis at the·Un .. iv.· r 
of Kansas. ·He had f ntended to continue·· 
the study of _ the Odonata but • he d,I ed ev~ri 
before the: pub I i cat f on of this paper.·· ··-The. 
paper is Ii sted here to i nform .. workets •• 
that copies may be obt'ained upon request 
from Prof. George W. By.ers, Depar.fment· of·. -., 
Entomology, University· of K~nsas,- L_awrence, '~~:· 
Kansas 66045.:· • - ,, ·· : ; • • : • "·. · 

en route.' tcr;·:a11d ·trom·Rouma.Oia~.:"-,.)J~fo,:-_ttJ~ ·1 . 

nate·~~y, the: ··'t'.r i p was· made:'· f.~f"-~·fi(,~~~?fjr~di; :t,-r·' 
ear f·Y ·sept ember, durf ng ·the ahriua I ho f1 ij!iy :, . 
o·r vacatron season. Some institutions wer·e j··, 

.•·::\~~~:~\~i~,tt-:➔?~~. ... ' -~-~'.""~ •• 
• • '>: ·: • ·~ The Reprint -Prob.I em 

t 

In e letter of recent date, Mr. 

c I osed, and a feN workers were away from , ; 
the addresses at which I tried to find 
them. The t 1 me I had ava 11 ab I e for. these 
visJts was very limited so that I could 
spend only qne to three days in most of 
the cities visited. The weather was very 
unfavorable - quite cool with almost con~ 
stant rain - during the second week in 
September, when I had scheduled several 

Bryan L. Sage of "Ca I dey," I_I, Deepdene, 
Potters Bar, Hertfordshire, England, cal Is 
attention to the problem of keeping up 
with the literature and offers a sugges­
t iqn for my corrments. Howeyer,. _the, prob-
I em.. is of such importance ·:that I" ·am re- ~ 
peating his suggestion here· for further 
dfscussion and suggest ions for foH~lng 
out his proposal or ano~her for the s~me 

(cont., page 6) 
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Conman Names for Odonata 
(continued from page f) 

In certain editions of Moore's poem there 
is a quotation from Sonnini as a footnote 
to the word, 11darnsel-flies 11 : "You behold 
there a considerable number of remarkable 
species of beautiful insects, the elegance 
of whose appearance and their attire pro­
cured for them the name of Damsels." The 
name damselfly is noted in the Oxford Dic­
tionary as, "the slender dragon-fly Agrion 
Virgo and kindred spectes,called in French 
demoiselle and ln German Wasserjungfer and 
Wassernympfe. 

Tillyard noted that horse-stinger is 
widely used as a name for dragonflies in 
Austra Ii a. 

have been unable to trace the ori­
gin of the name dragonfly; the oldest ref­
erence I have is from Bacon in Sylvia, 
1626, "The de I i cate co I oured Dragon FI i es 
may have likewise some corrosive quality.u 
It would be easy to think that the naiad 

~-.bas ___ so_me __ r:.esemblance to the mythical drag-
on, and that folk knowledge of the naiad 
emerging from the water to becane the f I y­
I ng adult gave rise to the name. However, 
it may be that etymology can furnish a 
more reliable explanation of the name 
than entomology. 

While a few names as dog-tail, white 
face, skimmer, amber-wings and similar 
terms are sometimes· used for species, gettera, 
or families, these appear to be manufactur­
ed rather than folk names. 

Til 1yard wrote that "in Victoria, the 
larvae of Hemicordulus are called Mud­
eyes• ~an excellent description!) and the 
I ate E. B. \'! i I I i amson once found some peo­
p I e Jn eastern Indiana calling Libellula 
(Neotetrum> pulchella, the rattle snake 
feeder. In Florida, Coryphaeschna ingens 
(possfbly other large aeshnids also?) is 
known as bee-butcher from its habit of 
preying on honey bees. 

We would like to have ·as much addi­
tional information as possible. Can you 
furnish other names, correct or expand 
what I have given on common names for the 

Odonata in En~1ish? Can you furn}sh folk 
names in other I anguages? The ·1 ns i de of 
the cover of this issue is made up as a 
blank for this purpose. Spac- ts provided 
for names, language or dialect areas where 
used, group to which applfed, translation, 
meaning or equivalent in English (or in 
French, German or Russian>, remarks and 
references (if the name has been published 
or the information Is quoted from another 
author). Dr. Kiauta has furnished an ex­
ample from Slovene to show what Is desired. 

Also we would llke to know of_ eny 
published compilation of folk names for 
any language. Dr. Kiauta has given me two 
such references: 

LAZZARINI, A., 1906, Catalogo di Or.tot­
teri def Frluli. Pastorizia def 
Veneto, Nos. 20~23 (Reprint, 1907, 
30 pp.J This paper lists the folk 
names in the language of FrlulJ. 

GARBINI, A., 1925, Antroponfmle ed 
ornonimie nel campo della Zoologia 
popolare. Verona, 2 v., 1598 pp. 
This includes a listing of more than 

- -300 fo I k--names for dr-agonff. J-es +a--~-­
var'ious dialects of Italy. 

Can you offer any·reason why dragon­
flies should receive names of such malev­
olent implications as horse stingers, 
Pferdestechern, Devil's darning needles, 
Teufelsnadefn, or Augenschfessen? Why the 
reptilian associations implied by Drachen­
fliegen, dragonflies, adder bolts, snake 
doctors? Are names of such import comnon 
in languages with little or no assoc'iation 
with English or German? 

ARGIA STUDY GRANT 
Mrs. Leonora K. Gloyd of the II linois 

Natural History Survey has received a Na­
tional Science Foundation grant to finish 
a monographic study of the genus Argia. 
Nrs. Gloyd has been studying this genus 
for many years arid we rejoice with her_ln 
this opportunity to bring a project of 
great magnitude and many years duration to 
comp I et ion . 

Mrs. Gloyd has received a leave of 
absence for one year from the Natural 
History Survey to go to the Museum of Zo­
ology, University of Michigan, Ann Arb8r 
to carry on her study. 
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DIRECTORY~ WORKERS 

Revised United States List 

, This is.a ltst of those in the United 
States known to have some special interest 
in the Odonata. It' includes all for whom 
I have an address. 

I shal I certainly appreciate any cor­
rections as it is ~ery difficult to main­
tain an accurate list. An lnmedtate ac­
knowledgment of the receipt of this issue 
with. corrections and/or additions to. this 
I I ~t wt 11, be of great he Ip. _ Furthermore, 
future issues of SELYSIA must carry ZIP 
CODE for al I United States residents. Send 
your_ ZIP CODE now if tt Is not included in 
your addr~her'e.- -- - - ---
AHRENS, Mr. Carsten-- 3461 Harrisburg St., 

Pittsburgh 4, Penn. 
,, ALBRIGHT, Mr. Phi I ip N. - 943 East Mistle­

toe Ave.; San Antonio 12, Texas 
;/ALRUTZ,_Prof. Rob_ert w. - Denison Unlver­

~ity, Granvi tie, Ohio 
ALWAR~, Mrs . Em i I y - Ro_y O_. West L J br ary, 

DePauw Un Ivers 1-ty, Greencast I e, I nd. 
v BEATTY, Mr. George H. - P.O. Box 281, 

_ St.ate College, Penn. 
v BEAYrY, _Mrs. A I 1 ce Ferguson. - P. o. Box 

281, State College, Penn. 
v BELLAMY, Dr. R. Edward - Encephalitis Lab­

. oratory,. P. o. Box 1564, Bakersfield, 
Cal if. 

BERLY., Prof. J .. A, - Division of Entomol­
ogy, Clemson College, Clemson, 
~ou.th Caro Ii na 

v BICI:(, Prof. George H-, - Biology Dept. 
St. Marys College, ~otre Dame, Ind. 

B0EHM.S, Mr. Charles N. - Department of 
Zoology, Univ. of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, North Carol Ina 

BORROR, Prof. Donald J. Department of 
Zoology and Entomology, Ohio State 
University, Columbus, Ohio 43210 

BYERS, Prof. c. Francis - Department of 
• Natural Science, Elmira College, 

Elmira, New York 
v~0L[lNS ,- Mr. Wi I I i am Keith - Box 273, 

Mt. Washington, Kentucky 
COOK, Mr. Carl - Highway 218, Center, Ky. 

,,cooK, f\r. Paul R. - Department of Biology, 
Seattle University, Seattle, Wash. 

,t/ CROSS, Mr. WI I I tam H. - Bo I I Weev t I Re­
search Laboratory, P. o. Box 1518, 
State College, Miss. 

r'CRUDEN, Mr. Robert W. - Department of 
Botany, University of California, 
Berkeley, Calif. 

v- CUMMING, Dr. Robert B. ~ 132 Newberry 
Circle, Oak Ridge, Tenn., 37830 

v CUYLER, Mr. R. Duncan - R.F.D. HI, Box 52, 
Durham, North Carolina 

DIETRICH, Mrs. Henry - Entomology Depart­
ment, Comstock Hall, Cornell Univer­
sity, Ithaca, New York 

V DONNELLY, Prof. Thoma~ W. - Department of 
Geology, Rice University, Houston I, 
Texas 77001 

VELLER, Dr. J. G. - Department of Biology, 
Western Carolina College, Cullowhee, 
North Caro I i na 

ETT/MN, h'r. James K. - Department of Zool­
ogy, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hf I I, North Carolina 

FLINT, Dr. 01 iver s. - Division of Insects, 
u. s. National Museum, Washington 25, 
D. C. 20560 

FLONER, Or, R., - New Nexico Inst. of Mi.ning: 
and Technology, Campus Station, 
Socorro, New Mexico 

GAR/MN, Dr. Philip - Agricultural Experi­
ment Stat ion, Box 1106, _New-.: Haven.A, 
Conn. 

GIBBS, Dr. Rqbert H., Jr. - Dlvtsion of 
Fishes, u. S. National M~seum, • 
Washington 25, D. C. 20560 

GLOYD, Mrs. Leonora K. - Museum of Zoology, 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich . 

GOWER, Miss Jennett.- MacDuffie School, 
Spr i ngfi e Id, Mass. 

~ GRABEAU, Mr. Miles C. - R. 3, Big Rapids, 
Mich. 

GROSS, Nr. Robert E. - 64 Maple Street, 
Crystal Lake, II .inois 

HARBISON, #r. Charles F. - Natura, History 
Museum, Balboa Park, San Diego, Calif. 

HARWOOD, Dr. Paul D. - Hess and Clark, 
Ashland, Ohio 

HESS, Dr. A. D. - Head, Encephalitis Sec-• 
tion, Dept. of Health, Educati~n and 
Welfare, P.O. Box 1097, Gree1ey,· 
Colo. • 

HINTZ, Dr. Howard .w. - Biology Departrnent, 
HeldeJberg College, TfffJn, Ohio 

vH0RNUFF, IJr, Lothar - BioJQgy Dept., North 
Centra I State Co 11 ege, Edmond, Ok I a. 

JACOBS, Dr. Merl.e E. - Goshen Col le~e, 
Goshen, I ndlana • : 

JENNER, Prof, Charles E~ - Department of 
Zoology, University of North Caro­
lina, Chapel Hll I, North Carolina 

,....., 
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JOHNSON, Prof. Clifford - New Mexico Inst. 
~ of Mining and Technology, Campus 

Station, Socorro, New MexiQO 
KLOTS, ·or. Elsie Broughton - 215 Young Ave. 

Pelham 65, N. Y. 
V KORMONDY, Dr. Edward J. - Oberlin College, 

Ober I in, Ohio 
LARIVERS, Prof. Ira - Department of Biology, 

. University of Nevada, Reno, Nevada 
LARSEN, Prof. Wes I ey P. Bio 1-ogy Department, 

tarbon College, Price, Utah 
LAWRENCE, Mr. Vinnedge - Department of 

Entomology, Purdue University, Lafayette, 
Ind., 47907 

LEASE, Mr. Wiiliam, Office of State Ento­
mologist, _Room 613, State Office Bldg., 
Ind i anapo I 1 s, Ind. 

LEONARD, Dr. Justin W. - School of Natural 
Resources, University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor, Mi ch. 

✓LOGAN, Nr. Richard - Department of Ento­
mology, School of Agriculture, Uni­
versity of Idaho, Moscow, Idaho 

✓- LUTZ,· Dr. Pau I E. - The \'/oman 's Co 11 ege 
of tha University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro, North Carolina 

~NACKL ltf,_ Qr:_. Jer_r:y M. - 4H CI ub Depart-
~ ment, Purdue University, Lafayette, 

Ind., 47907 
NC/MHAN, Or. Elizabeth, Department of 

Zoology, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hil I, North Carolina 

MITCHELL, Dr. Rodger - Department of Biol­
ogy, University of Florida, Gaines-
vi lie,· Fla. 

NONTGOMERY, Prof. B. Elwood - Cepartment 
of Entomology, Purdue University, La­
fayette, Ind., 47907 

<Home address: 907 North Chauncey Ave., 
West ,Lafayette, Ind., 47906. Phones: 
Purdue - 92-2458, Home - 74-34104) 

NORTON, Mr. Eugene s. - Department of Con-
• servat ion, Fernow Ha 11, Corne 11, 

University, Ithaca, N. Y. 
MUSSER, Mrs. R. Jean - tAuseum of Zoology, 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
Mich. 

v· PAULSON; Prof. Dennis R. - Department of 
Zoology, University of Miami, Coral 
Gables 46, Flcl. 

y PRICE, Mr. Homer F.. - Payne, Ohio 
~PRUESS, Dr. Neva -,Department of Entomol­

. • .ogy, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, 
- • ,: ' Nebr. 
R1-ES, Mrs. Mary Davis - 131 East View Drive, 

• Normal, II I, 61761 

ROSS, Mr. Quentin - 311 G. E. Bldg., No. 3, 
Tompkins County Airport, Ithaca, 
N. Y., 14850 

SCHAEFER, Dr. Carl - Department -of Biology, 
Brooklyn College, Brooklyn, N~ Y. 

SMITH, Prof. Sept Ima - Box 1446, Univer­
sity, Ala. 

SREENIVASAM, Daniel - Department of 
Entomology, Purdue University, 

, Lafayette, Ind., 47907 
✓ SVIHLA, Dr. Arthur - Department .of Zool­

ogy, University of Washington, 
Seattle 5, Wash. 

TA I, Mrs. Ling Chu (Chen> - Department of· 
Entomology, Purdue University, La­
fayette, Ind., 47907 

TAYLOR, ·Mr. James F. - Department of 
Entomology, N. C. State College,. 
Raleigh, North Carolina· 

TINKHAM, Dr. Ernest R. ~ District Entomol­
ogist, Coachella Valley Mosquito 
Abatement District, R. I, Box 22E, 
83-733 Avenue 55, ThermaJ, Calif. 

t, TROGDON,. Dr. R. P. - Judson Co 11 ege, 
Marion, Ala. 

TURNER, Nr. Perry E. - Division of Para­
s i to I ogy., . .Un tver:s i ty o.LCa Ii fornla, 
Berkeley 4, California 

WEBER, Dr. CQrne I i us - Water Qua I tty Sec­
ti on, Division of Water Supply and 
Pollution Control, 1014 Broadway, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

WESTFALL, Prof. Minter: J., Jr. - Depart­
ment of Biology, University of 
Florida, Gainesville, Fla. 

// WHITE, Mr. Harold B., Ill - Box 322, Le­
mont, Penn. 

v VJ I LLEY, Dr. Ruth L. - Department of bi- • 
ology, Ripon College, Rtpon,Wlsc. 

WILL SON, lftrs. Mary F. - Department of 
Zoology, Vivarium Bldg., University 
of I I I i no is, Urbana, I I I . , 61822 

Specimens of Polythoridae Wanted for Study 

A sv~opsis of the Polythorldae has 
been completed; the·manuscrJpt is ready for 
pub I feat ion which, It is hoped,wH I be ac­
compl tshed within six months. This. is 
based almost entirely upon types and ex-· 
cept for one species which exists In the 
literature as a nomen nudum includes no 
new forms. 

(cont. page 6) 
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REPRINT PROBLEM (cont., from page 2) 

.purpose. Comm·enJs. may b.e sent dJ rect I y to 
Mr. Sage, or to the Editor. In the latter 
case I shall be glad to compile the ideas 
and· further suggestions, in a future issue. 

• "Persona I I y I f ind i t very di ff i cu I t 
to keep abreast of the I iterature outside 
the British Isles, and I am sure other 
Odonatologists must feel the same way. I 

would like to see instituted a scheme 
whereby those who are interested could 
regularly receive copies of other workers• 
papers on Odonata, and in a moment I will 
suggest one way in which this could be 
managed. In the beginning it would of 
course be necessary to circularise all 0-
donatologists and ascertain how many would 
be prepared to participate by providing 
separates of their own papers, and receive 
in return other workers' separates. If we 
assume for.the sake of discussion that 50 
people agreed to take part, the procedure 
would be as follows:-

(a) each participant would have to 
supply to the organiser 50 separates 
of each of his papers as they are 
published. At agreed intervals the 
organiser would distribute sets of 
separates to each participant. 

(b) a small subscription may have to 
be charged -Jn order to cov·er pos-
t a I expenses~ 
t:The scheme means that authors would 

'have to bear the cost of providing 50 sep­
arates of their papers, but this seems 
reasonable as they would be getting sepa­
rates of 49 other workers' papers. A pos­
s.ible alternative scheme would be to pub-
1:i sh · an "Odonata Abstracts" each year 
based on separates of papers supplied to 
the editor for the purpose. This would of 
course have to be on a subscription basis. 
The first scheme is the best if it could 
be worked." 

POLYTHORIDAE (cont., from page 5> 

A more comprehensive study is now 
underway; as the group is so little known 
and specfes appear to be rather variable 
a study of populations is needed. Although 
several hundred specimens are now on hand, 
more material ls desirable. Any material 
sent on loan now for such study can be ex­
amined promptly and, except for new forms 
of non-typical representatives of known 
species need not be re.fained long. The 
1-oen -of such specimens wt f I be appre.cleted. 

The Second Colloquium on the Odonata 

Responses to the proposal for asecond· 
Colloquium on the Odonata <SELYSIA, 3,#·J) ~ 
have been extensive and very encouraging. 
Although some individuals expressed a per­
sonal desire for another time, the period 
between the su~.mer sessions at colleges 
and the beginning of the academic year in 
September appears to be most suitable for 
the greatest number. The date of August 
21-24 has been tentatively selected; al­
though this must yet be resolved with the 
Purdue calendar and one other possible e-
vent in which I am involved, plans are go-
ing forward for this date. 

The fol lowing suggestions have been 
offered and will be used in preparing for 
the meeting: 

I. The colloquium wi 11 not be publish­
ed. Each speaker will be encouraged to 
publish his presentation as he wishes. 

2. Discussions, for the most part,w i 11 
be based upon previous thought and pre­
paratJon. Topics and ideas will be as­
signed to leaders who are wi I ling to as­
semble and/or develop outlines or ques­
tions which w i 11 be distributed ~ in ---~ad---~ 
vance to all who indicate plans to at­
tend. Please corrrnent on the fol lowing 
list - suggest additions, deletions, 
leaders and panel members for each topi~ 

a. Population studies - methods and 
equipment for both adults and naiads. 

b. Geographical distribution. 
Seasona I I i fe hi story, in cl ud i ng c I i­

mat i c factors affecting development. 
c. Seasonal I ife history, .. tncludlng 

climatic factors affecting growth rate. 
d. Classification - major groups. 

~- Photography - equipment and meth­
ods. Presentation of films and slides. 

f. ~ork in progress. There are so 
many possible areas of research and the 
problems are such that a discussion of 
work each one .ls doing will eliminate 
dupl Jcat ion and provide ldeas helpful to 
everyone. 

I realize that may have omitted 
whole areas in which many people are In­
terested and included some which no one 
wants to hear about. Write me about both. 

If you think there is any possibility 
of attending the meeting I shall be glad 
to send information about 1n9tels, rooms, 
parking facilities (its not free!!) etc. 
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